
PLEISTOCENE 

UPLANDS 

IOOA.D. 

TECHE STAGE 

Miesiseippi River in Teche Course. 
:Bayou Maringouin in abandoned 

Maringouio-Miesiesippi Course . 
:sayou Sale is distributary of 

Teche -M1sa1sa1pp1. 
Red River enters Mississippi south 

of Marksville Hills in vicin­
ity of Opelousas. 

Yazoo River flovs parallel to 
Mississippi along eastern vall 
or M1.ss1ss1pp1 Valley entering 
arm of sea in vicinity or 
Houma. 

51 te of Atchafalaya Basin 1s low­
land area traversed longi tu­
dinally by alluvial ridge of 
abandoned Me.r1ngouin­
M1ss1ss1pp1 course. 

PLEISTOCENE 

UPLANDS 

900 A.D. 

LAFOURCHE STAGE 

Mississippi in I.atourehe Coursej 
follovs Des Glaiaea segment 
to Allgola1 modern ch.annel to 
Donald.aonville, and channel 
nov occupied by Bayou 
Iatourche to Gul.!. 

Red River enters abandoned Tecbe­
M1ss1ss1pp1 Course near 
Opelousas and follovs this 
channel entering Gulf IIIBinly 
through couree nov followed 
by Lover Atchatalaya River . 

Atcbafalaya Basin isolated by 
coeJ.esc1ng of Teche and 
L&fourcbe ridges in area south 
ot Bouma. SOuthern portion of 
basin marked by sm&ll. lAke 
area. 

PLEISTOCENE 

UPLANDS 

1400 A.D. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ATCHAFALAYA RIVER BASIN 
SCAL E IN MILES 

10 10 20 

M<DERII MISSISSIPPI STAGE 

Mississippi River abandons Des 
Glaisee segment north of 
Angola and flowa along east­
era va.ll.ey "Wall; abandons 
I.a.f'ourche Course and oc­
cupies preaent channel east 
or Donaldsonville. 

Red River flovt through go.p in 
Marksville Hills l.lld enters 
the MisaiB11pp1 south ot 
Old River . 

South Atchafalaya Basin lake area 
reaches ~:~aximum extent . 

PRESENT 

ATCBAFALAYA RrvER STAGE 

Miss i ssippi in present course , 
Atchata.laya River originates and 

t l ovs dawn center ot basin 
in present position. 

Souther!:). basin lake area deteri­
orates as AtchataJ.a.ya River 
delta grovth proceeds. 

Fig. 16 . 


